Strategies to help EAL children read

How to continue?

· Read through a storybook fluently and expressively so that the children can enjoy the tale.  Encourage children to join in if they wish.  At the early stages this may be limited to repeated refrains e.g.  “I’ll huff and I’ll puff…”
· Pause to encourage children to finish lines or insert easily predictable words based on syntax or context.
· Discuss the pictures using some of the vocabulary and language structures that they will meet. Do a picture ‘walk and talk’.   
· Explore specific themes e.g. getting lost, making friends.
· Encourage the children to identify with the story.

· Prompt and probe to challenge thinking, use a range of open-ended questions to encourage discussion.
Read Everything.

· Look at words in school e.g.  toilet, boys, girls, teachers’ names, office. Read them out loud.

· Point out shop names, road signs and environmental print.

· Build up vocabulary by using visual cue cards which are annotated.
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What to read?
· Use books that have illustrations to support text, have a clear layout and repetitive patterns of text.

· Provide books that match the ages and interest levels  of the pupils but have lower reading ages.

· Include culturally relevant texts to increase motivation and involvement.

· Choose books that look fun, include a wide range of poems, comics and factual books. 

· Model reading to demonstrate pronunciation ,stress, intonation, expression and enable pupils to tune into the sounds of the English language.

Where to read?

· Find a quiet, comfortable place. At the beginning the students are more likely to try to read if they know that no-one can overhear them. 

· Show the student to a chair beside a table if the books are too big to hold.

· Use the library together. 

· Ask the boys and girls to choose their own books.

· Pick some of your choice to add to the pile.

· Provide carefully structured prompts, praise and feedback.

· Share picture books.
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· Speak naturally but simply, don’t speak too loudly or slowly.

How to continue?
· Talk about the picture

 on the cover of the book

 and the title.

· Take your time to talk 

about the pictures, 

perhaps the children

 can predict what

 is going to happen next?

· Support the understanding 

of  key vocabulary by 

highlighting carefully 

selected illustrations.

· Use appropriate toys and visuals to provide  contextual support.

· [image: image4.wmf]Introduce gestures to support, reinforce and explain the story.
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