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Strategies to support students with speech, language and communication difficulties in the classroom

Speech, language and communication difficulties refer to students whose languages skills are less well developed than their peers for a variety of reasons. There are four components which make up language, and a person needs to have skills in all four areas in order to communicate effectively. 
Speech sounds  - the sounds that make up spoken word, although this appears self-evident, to understand language effectively we need to be able to discriminate between similar sounding words and identify word boundaries. When expressing ourselves we need to be able to pronounce the sounds in words accurately and in the right order. 
Vocabulary – Refers to the knowledge of the words that language is made up of. It is a very large component of language and what that generally continues to expand throughout our lives. It contributes greatly to our comprehension of what people say. Also well-developed accessible vocabulary knowledge helps us to express our ideas clearly, accurately and succinctly. 
Grammar –The rules of how words are put together into sentences. To understand language effectively we need to be familiar with how we use the verb tenses, pronouns, word order, word endings and sentence constructions convey meaning. In expressing our ideas we need to have a command of these grammatical aspects and produce language that is free of grammatical error. 
Pragmatics – the skills that help us to communicate effectively in social situations. Pragmatic comprehension allows us to understand meaning as the other speaker intends it, by interpreting the language used, in conjunction with non-verbal aspects of communication such as facial expression, tone of voice and the social context. Pragmatic comprehension also refers to our ability to understand figurative language such as idioms e.g. “pull your socks up”
Students may have difficulty with one or more of these components and the severity of difficulty they may have in each may also vary. Difficulties may predominantly affect expressive language, or both comprehension and expression. This information sheet aims to provide you with strategies to support students in your classrooms. 
This is by no means an exhaustive list and you are not expected to use all of the strategies in every lesson, but this list may give ideas to support your students who have speech, language and communication difficulties get the most from their lessons and time at school.
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· Ensure that the student has support to read text if possible
· Encourage students to read any question before erading a passage
· After initial reading, highlight key words or phrases
· Identify any words that the pupil doesn’t understand
· Encourage student to work out from the context what a particular word or phrase means
· Explain any words, turns of phrase or idioms which are not understood and provide a written glossary for critical ones
· Be aware of complex gramma which may pose problems and simplify or rephrase if necessary
· Be aware when inference is required and help pupil to consider implicit information and make this explicit
· Provide words that have been omitted for grammatical style (ellipsis)
· [image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRLUSywvgTrSqMgFZjjlU7VHnmzBzMHfYvslhDw7xVrsVsiuqqUqg:www.santaclaraadulted.org/cms/lib2/CA01001641/Centricity/Domain/68/creative%2520writing.jpg]Make a note of recurring difficulties and inform Communication and Interaction team
Support strategies for written language
· Mind mapping may help generate and organise ideas
· Teach relevant vocabulary using the pre teach method 
· A narrative structure/writing frame may help.
· When the focus is on content, reduce other demands such as spelling
· If students make consistent grammatical errors, encourage proof reading but provide the student with clues as to the errors to look out for. 
Support strategies for social interaction
· Peer support through buddy systems and peer feedback
· Learning breaks
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· Practical plenaries 
· Role model idea social interactions
· Remain calm and consistent
Support strategies for talking and responding
· Check that the student understands the type of response you are expecting of them and provide a model
· Allow a bit more time for students to respond verbally in class
· Provide a framework that can be used in students responses. For example, write sentence starters or key vocabulary on the board for individual students
General strategies
· Seat the student where they can see and hear clearly
· Orientate the student so that they know the subject prior to you teaching it
· Remind students of existing knowledge
· Explicitly direct students attention when necessary
· Use picture material, visual cues and gesture to break up speech
· Vary your intonation to highlight key words
· Give instructions in the order they need to be done. 


Whatever you do have HIGH expectations, students don’t want to feel different and they don’t want to have excuses made for them on their behalf.
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